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The Library Boards Association of Nova Scotia, better known as LBANS, appreciates the opportunity to
provide information to the Minister regarding the fiscal challenges faced by all of us. But with challenges
come opportunities and LBANS points to our public libraries as shining examples of innovation,
cooperation, and responsibly operated organizations that serve all our communities.
For many years, public libraries have struggled with underfunding by the Province of Nova Scotia, even
when the times were “good”. Income just did not match expenditures and we were forced to rely more
on our other funding partners, municipalities and local communities. This was clearly outlined in the
Report of the Library Funding Task Force, tabled in the legislature in October by Education Minister
More. But we did not give up because public libraries are a citizen-centred service that provides
important lifelong literacy and technology skills, among many other services.
Public libraries worked hard to leverage substantial municipal, community, and federal dollars in areas
such as infrastructure, youth employment and skills training, community technology and broadband.
Public libraries grew their service for Nova Scotians but did so with innovation and efficiency such as 24
hour 7 day a week online services and partnerships with other agencies including health, economic
development, justice, immigration, tourism, and skills and labour.
Public libraries invested scarce dollars that went directly into services that have high priority for
government such as literacy, community technology, the creative economy, youth, and crime
prevention but added value through strong community linkages and partnerships.
Public libraries have reached the end of what they can do with inadequate funding. The Report of the
Library Funding Task Force outlines a reasonable and fair way forward tied to accepted; measurable
standards. The report recognizes that dollars invested in public libraries go directly to serve Nova
Scotians, are used with innovation and efficiency, and do so with value added partnerships at the
federal, provincial, and community level.
We urge the Minister to adopt the recommendations of the Task Force and ensure Nova Scotians have a
well balanced quality of life and a bright future. However, we also invite the Minister to look at public
libraries as a way forward for a new approach to services in all communities of the province. We are
here to help.
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